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DETAILED ACTION 



Prelim. AmdtJ Amendment 



Receipt is acknowledged of the Preliminary Amendment filed on 09 June 2001 . 



2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite in 
that it fails to point out what is included or excluded by the claim language. This claim is 
an omnibus type claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1 -5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Berssen et al. (US 5,386,287)(hereinafter referred to as 'Berssen') in view of Fann (US 



Priority 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



6,279,828). 
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Berssen teaches a computer (4) serving as a cuvette control unit comprising a 
reading device (3) for reading a first bar code (8) in which the first bar code is affixed to 
the chemical sensor (1), evaluating information/data that is read from the barcode using 
the reading device with computer wherein the computer is equipped with a memory for 
evaluating process (see figure; col. 3, lines 4-59). 

However, Berssen fails to teach or fairly suggest that the barcode comprises a 
start code, a stop code, a code for information, and a code for inspection. 

Fann teaches a one dimensional bar code comprising the start code, data portion 
of code, checksum code, and stop code (see Fig. 4; col. 5, line 44- col. 8, line 37). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Fann to the teachings of Berssen in 
order to provide an improved and an enhanced operation means wherein the reading 
device can start to decode information/data if the start code is detected and stop to 
decode if the stop code is detected. Moreover, such modification (i.e., the barcode 
comprised with checksum code) would reduce the error in reading of barcode by 
comparing the value of information/data section of barcode with values of checksum 
code of barcode, and therefore an obvious expedient. 



7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Berssen 
as modified by Fann as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Barker et al. (US 
4,900,51 3)(hereinafter referred to as 'Barker 1 ). 

The teachings of Berssen/Fann have been discussed above. 
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Although, Berssen/Fann teach the computer system having the reading dev.ce 
for reading the barcode, they fai, to teach or fairly suggest that a second barcode is 
affixed on the cuvette box. 

However, Barker teaches a loading apparatus (10) having a carouse. (16) for 
receiving samples (16) wherein the carousel has barcode label (140) to identify the 
carousel and the samples that carouse, carries therewith (see Fig. 1 ; col. 2, line 53- col. 
3, line 12; col. 6, lines 3-1 3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art a. the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Barker to the teachings of 
Berssen/Fann in order to provide convenient means wherein the barcode on the cuvette 
box or carouse, can ho,d additional inforrration useful to opera,or(s)/user(s, such as 
serial number, data, time, ,oca.ion, etc. and therefore an obvous expedient. 



8. 



Additional Remarks 
The lack of an art rejection with this Office action is no, an indication of allowable 
subject matter (i.e., even though the claim 7 is rewritten or arrended to overcome 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 1 12 as discussed above). The disclosure/daimed ,anguage is 
sueWhaHt-isimpra-crano conduct a reasonable search of the prior art by the 
Examiner. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied 
applicant's disclosure; 



upon is considered pertinent to 



Hendnx e, a,. [US 5,391 ,352, disposes a blood analysis apparatus 
Bell [US 4,729,661, discloses an asynchronous serial cuvette reader 
Any inquiry concerning this communica«ion or easier communication from me 
examiner should he directed ,o Seung H. Lee whose telephone number is ,703, 308- 

6894. The examiner can normaUy be reached on Monday to Fnday from 7:30 AM to 
4:00 PM. 

If a«em P , t0 reach , h e examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
for this group is (703) 308-5841 or (703) 308-7722. 
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^ Game of me Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1195 OG 



6 A 

Application/Control Number: 09/901 288 

Art Unit: 2876 ' Page 6 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of thh « r 
proceeding should be directed to the Pm, ^"cation or 

(703) 308-0956 ^ Wh ° Se ***** number is 



Seung H. Lee 
Art Unit 2876 
January 27, 2003 
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